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we should think of the villager, not of ourselves. It may
be that in the initial stages we might have to pay a
little more than the ordinary price and get an inferior
article in the bargain. Things will improve, if we will
interest ourselves in the supplier of our needs and insist
on his doing better and take the trouble of helping him
to do better.
Harijan, 23-ll-'34

I would say that if the village perishes India will
perish too. India will be no more India. Her own
mission in the world will get lost. The revival of the
village is possible only when it is no more exploited.
Industrialization on a mass scale will necessarily lead
to passive or active exploitation of the villagers as the
problems of competition and marketing come. Therefore
we have to concentrate on the village being self-con-
tained, manufacturing mainly for use. Provided this
character of the village industry is maintained, there
would be no objection to villagers using even the modern
machines and tools that they can make and can afford
to use. Only they should not be used as a means of
exploitation of others.
Harijan, 29-8-'36

We have to make a choice between India of the
villages that are as ancient as herself and India of the
cities which are a creation of foreign domination. To-
day the cities dominate and drain the villages so that
they are crumbling to ruin. My Khadi mentality tells
me that cities must subserve villages when that domi-
nation goes. Exploiting of villages is itself organized
violence. If we want Swaraj to be built on non-violence,
we will have to give the villages their proper place.

Harijan, 20-1-'40